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Protesters 
highlight 
plight of 
homeless 

▼ PARK FROM I'ACE Bl 
up and dozens of candles flickered as 
the protesters chatted to the accom- 
paniment of bongos and a three- 
siringed strumstick played by 
29-year-old Lisa Fennel, a member 
of Richmond Animal Rights Net- 
work. 

"People shouldn't be pushed aside 
and looked over because they don't 
have a home," Fennel said. 

But she was planning to leave the 
moment the police appeared. "I've 
got eight cats and four dogs. I can't 
get arrested. 

Only a handful of homeless men 
joined the protest, and they stuck to 
the benches at the edges of the park, 
unsure about getting arrested. 

"It being the weekend, you'll have 
to stay [in the lockup] till Monday," 
said Harold Crisp, 42, from the 
bench he picked out for the evening. 

And he's also not sure what the 
protest will accomplish. "I don't 
know," Crisp said. " Anything' s bet- 
ter than nothing. At least they're 
trying." He said he's been homeless 
for four months. "I'll tell you, it's no- 
body's fault but my own — being 
around s stance abuse, uh-huh." 

But, sundown, the protesters 
were a i they had already made 
a differt 




BRUCE PARKER/riMES-DISPATCH 



PROTEST CAMP. Darkness fell, but police stayed away as VCU students and homeless advocates set up camp 
in Monroe Park last night. 



"The 



lot more awareness, a 



lot of freshman coming out here" to 
see what's going on, Arey said. 

"We're coming at it from a radical 
perspective," said Greg Wells with 
General Strike, who helped organize 
the protest. "We're trying to pull as 
many people here as we can." 

Wells said city ordinances "make 
being homeless in Richmond a walk- 
ing violation of the law." 

Sababu Sanyika, a 48-year-old 
handyman living in the Carver 
neighborhood a few blocks north of 
the park, said gentrification is mak- 
ing it so that lower-income people 
can't afford to stay in the city. 

He's worried about cloning, in vi- 
tro fertilization and an evil Big 



Brother ready . to exterminate the 
impoverished. "Maybe they'll shoot 
us with some kind of VD, like AIDS, 
hmmmmm?" Sanyika said, eyebrows 
arching. 

It was an eclectic crowd, made up 
of more than a few vegetarians who 
worried that jail food wouldn't be 
suitable. One young man with 
"LSD" tattooed in large, ragged let- 
ters on his forehead claimed to have 
been named by psycho-killer 
Charles Manson. 

"I fully believe in freedom of ex- 
pression," he said when asked about 
his tattoo. He requested that his 
name, which contained four Zs, not 
be published because the govern- 



ment is watching him. 

The problem is this nation's "ex- 
ploitive economy," said Frankel- 
Streit, who has taken a vow of pov- 
erty. The country's homeless hardly 
have a chance, he said. "The whole 
system works against them." 

By midnight, the police still hadn't 
appeared, and some of the protest- 
ers drifted off to sleep. 

The mood was 1960ish, and sev- 
eral present voiced pride in having 
something they believed in so 
strongly that they would risk arrest. 

Besides, Becky Arey said, they 
weren't hurting anyone. "There are 
a lot of things I could do worse than 
civil disobedience." 
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Protesters take over city park 



Camp-in highlights 
plight of homeless 

BY MARK HOLMBERG 
TIMES-DISPATCH Staff writer 

The Monroe Park protesters were 
prepped and ready to be arrested 
last night in their fight for the home- 
less vs. the establishment. 

If the police start handcuffing, 
"know what you're doing is right," 
Bill Frankel-Streit with Catholic 
Worker told the group gathered 
rross-legged around him. "Keep re- 



membering that: It's just. And have 
fun. You have the moral high 
ground." 

About 50 people, many of them 
college students, stuck it out in 
Monroe Park last night as part of a 
planned three-day, camp-in protest 
to challenge Virginia Commonwealth 
University's sprawling presence and 
the city ordinance closing the park at 
sunset. 

"People have to sleep some- 
where," said 19-year-old Becky 
Arey, a sophomore psychology ma- 
jor at VCU and the only female pro- 



tester who signed up to be arrested. 

She told her parents about the 
protest. "They said make sure 
you're out of jail in time for class 
Monday morning," said Arey, a 
member of General Strike, a group 
dedicated to "fanning the flames of 
discontent in Richmond," according 
to its newsletter. 

The park was festooned by ban- 
ners proclaiming "The Park Is Ours" 
and "Stop Racist and Classist Expan- 
sion." A half-a-dozen t ents were set 

PLEASE SEE PARK PAGE B3 ► 
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Demaiids-We want Virginia Commonwealth University to work with the 
community towards the following demands: 






Monroe Park must remain a public community space where all are welcome at all 
times free from harassment.* 

Food sharing and other social services programs for the homeless must remain in 
Monroe Park.* 

\( I should take a proactive stance towards ending hoinelessness by working to 
help solve the problems facing those who are homeless as opposed to trying to hide the 
issue. 

VCI should bargain in good faith and on an equal level with the communities and 
the people of Carver, Jackson Ward, and Oregon Hill. 

VCU must agree to participate in dialogue (ie. well-publicized town meetings) with 
tin >ublic: local residents, students, and homeless. 

•I eing understood that it is the responsibility of all who use the park to maintain it. 
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